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Did you know . . . 
The Dallas Museum of Art offers Autism Access 
programs for families of students with autism. In 
addition, they have a monthly workshop called 
Sensory Scouts for “teens and tweens with autism 
and sensory processing disorders”.  

Upcoming dates for family days: 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 

Upcoming dates for Sensory Scouts: 
Sunday, February 18, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 18, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 15, 1-2:30 p.m. 

For more information, including a link to a 
social story about visiting DMA, visit 
www.dma.org/programs/autism-awareness 

Upcoming Events

2018 DFW Autism Conference 
   February 1-2, 2018 
   Hurst Conference Center 
   Hurst, Texas 
   www.DFWAutismConference.com 

Connecting the Dots  expo 2018 
   Saturday, February 3, 2018 
   10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
   Utley Middle School 
   1201 Townsend Drive 
   Rockwall, Texas 75087 

Community and educational resource fair 
addressing special needs population. Talk with 
experts, attend break-out sessions, and learn about 
valuable resources in areas such as early childhood, 
youth and adolescent services, adult transition and 
more.  

Texas State Conference on Autism 
    August 2-3, 2018 
    San Marcos, Texas 

The Texas State Conference on Autism is sponsored 
by the Texas Education Agency and coordinated by 
Region 2 Educational Service Center. The goal of the 
conference is to provide parents, educators, and 
campus leadership with strategies, resources, tools, 
and evidence-based practices in the education and 
service of students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
The conference will include a general keynote 
address, breakout sessions, and a parent panel 
discussion.  

On-line Autism Training Modules 

Finding research-based information pertaining 
to autism spectrum disorders can be an 
overwhelming task. To address this concern, 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA), in 
conjunction with the network of 20 regional 
Education Service Centers across the state, 
developed the Texas Statewide Leadership for 
Autism Training (TSLAT).   

As part of the program, they developed a 
series of on-line training modules that address 
educating and instructing students with an 
autism spectrum disorder.  

The training modules are housed through 
Education Service Center 13 but are available, 
free of charge, to parents and educators in each 
of the 20 regions.  

For more information, or to access the on-line 
modules, go to www.txautism.net and click on 
Learning Libraries, on-line courses.  When you 
log on, you will be asked to identify your 
district or region; Sunnyvale ISD is part of 
Region 10 ESC.    
    

http://www.dma.org/programs/autism-awareness
http://www.dfwautismconference.com/


Helpful Strategy – Social Stories 

Social Stories are a strategy developed by Carol Gray to help a person learn an appropriate alternate 

response to a challenging social behavior or situation. The social story can address social impairments, 

prompt appropriate behaviors, teach routines, prepare for change, etc. The social story uses positive 

language to describe the desired behavior and gives a validating perspective statement for using the skill. 

Since many people with autism have a literal use and understanding of language, the social stories use 

carefully chosen language. They avoid using absolute words such as ‘always’ and ‘never’ and instead, use 

the words ‘sometimes’ or ‘usually’. The stories also include a perspective statement including the positive 

social response of an important person in their lives. An example of a perspective statement is “My 

teacher is proud of me when” I use ______ [desired behavior such as quiet voice, nice manners, best 

handwriting, take turns, swallow my food]. Social stories can be used for students of all ages.  

Below is an example of a social story for a child who had extreme reactions to bugs inside the building 

and became very upset, loud, and ‘stuck’ whenever he saw one. Notice the social story provides facts, 

describes the behavior (surprised), gives appropriate alternative behavior responses, and gives the 

perspective of the teacher.  

Bugs on the Floor 

Bugs usually live outside. Sometimes, bugs come inside houses and schools. Bugs come inside 

to look for food or to make a nest. I am surprised when I see bugs in my school. I am surprised 

when I see bugs indoors. 

It is okay for bugs to be inside.        

When I see a bug, I will show my surprise quietly. I will look and whisper, “Oh!” I can raise my 

hand and tell my teacher about the bug. My teacher will be proud of me for using my inside 

voice. Now I know how to stay calm and quiet when I see bugs indoors.   

In the next example, the social story reminds the student to use appropriate language in the school setting 

and when interacting with peers and teachers.  

Using My Manners 

Manners are the way we act and behave. When people use nice manners,  it means they are behaving in a 

kind and friendly way. Other people like it when I use my nice manners. Other kids like me when I have 

nice manners and use kind words. Other kids may be scared and not want to be with me when I use 

angry words and curse words.  

When I go to class, I will try to use my kind words. If I am having trouble, the teacher or student may 

give a ‘Manners Reminder’.  It is okay when they give me a “Manners Reminder”. They are helping me 

use my kind words and be a good friend. If I am upset, I can ask the teacher for help. My teachers are 

proud of me when I use nice words and say kind things. 


